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BCG Pathway for Bristol/South Glos area 
(May 2022)

BCG is recommended for UK-born children aged 0 - 5 if they:
· Have a parent or grandparent born in a high incidence country for TB (over 40 cases per 100,000) Incidence rates are found at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tuberculosis-tb-by-country-rates-per-100000-people
· Have a family history of treated TB within the past 5 years.
· Were born in, have lived in (or plan to live in) a high incidence country for TB for a period of at least 3 months 
· Please see notes 1 - 4 (overleaf) regarding important exclusions to the above.
· For children born outside the UK see note 5 overleaf.
· For children aged 6 – 16yrs of age see note 6 overleaf.
· For BCG in adults, please see note overleaf.
· For Information relating to BCG vaccination / list of contraindications to BCG, see note 8-9 overleaf.
Provider informs GP and CHIS of outcome.
If parent requests baby’s vaccination at a later stage, refer back to BCG clinic as per referral criteria overleaf.

)
No
Reassure parents that infant is on waiting list. Explain that there may be a significant wait and 
0 - 1 yr olds will be prioritised
Refer infant – as per referral criteria overleaf
Explain to parents that there may be significant wait and 0 - 1 yr olds will be prioritised
Note: Post vaccinations complications to be referred to UHB Paediatric Assessment Team
Woman presents to midwife for ante-natal care
UK-born child aged 0-5yrs presents to primary care
Midwife assesses BCG eligibility at booking and records need for newborn BCG on maternity system
Baby born in hospital or community/home birth
Eligibility for BCG recorded on the S4N national system. Referral at newborn check (NIPE) to BCG vaccination outpatient facility at Trust responsible for baby’s birth**.
See notes below for information to be included in the referral
Document that BCG referral has been made in / on:
-S4N National System
-PCHR (Red Book)
-discharge notes
-yellow notes – midwife transfer to health visitors doc.
Note: Risks / Benefits of BCG should be discussed with parent / guardian. (See link to downloadable leaflet in note 6 overleaf.)
Infant offered minimum of 2 BCG clinic appointments 
· BCG administered (see note 3 over)
· Record in PCHR
· Inform CHIS and GP
Primary care staff (GP, Practice Nurse, Health Visitor or School Nurse) opportunistically assess need for BCG (see above)
eg.GP 6 week check or HV 8 week review

Is there a record of prior immunisation? (CHIS may have record (01278 589225) hil.bnsssg.swchis@nhs.net 

No record of BCG
Yes evidence of prior BCG
Has BCG referral already been made? (ask parent and/or check with BCG clinics (contact details overleaf)
Ensure CHIS, PCHR and GP records updated
Appointment attended
Yes
No
Yes



Use clinic details below and referral form to check on referral route and/or if an infant is already on a BCG clinic waiting list.


For eligible infants under 1 yr born in Bristol/S Glos area (if no internal Trust referral already made) 

BCG Hospital Clinics 
· St Michael’s BCG outpatients clinic (for babies born at St Michael’s / aged under one year)
[bookmark: _Hlk68790873][bookmark: _Hlk93418304]Tel: 0117 3426888 (outpatient call centre) neonatologyadministration@uhbw.nhs.uk


· Bristol Children’s Hospital outpatients clinic (for eligible children moving in to the area (0-16) or babies over the age of one who missed the vaccination as an infant)
PaedIDImmunology@uhbw.nhs.uk  Tel: 0117 3427716


· Southmead Hospital (for babies born at Southmead and Cossham) 
Tel: 0117 4145807 bcgoutpatients@nbt.nhs.uk 

· Weston infants, Seashore Centre, Weston Hospital 	Tel: 01934 881123


NB Eligible children aged 6-16 will require a Mantoux test prior to BCG vaccination.  Please ensure that parents are aware that two appointments 48 – 72 hours apart will be required.


For babies born in a Bristol Hospital but resident outside of the area, record on discharge notes that referral to local BCG provision is needed

Notes:

1. Babies born into a household / eligible child (0-16) where someone has recently been diagnosed or has untreated TB should not be routinely vaccinated with BCG as further testing will be required (eg mantoux / blood test / chest x-ray). Urgent advice should be sought from the following paediatrician:	

Consultant in Paediatric Infectious Diseases
Bristol Children’s Hospital
Tel:  0117 3427716



2. Babies and young children at risk of being HIV positive must not receive routine BCG but be referred to the paediatric infectious diseases team for advice / review.

      3. Infants born to a mother who received immunosuppressive biological therapy during pregnancy -This must be clearly indicated on the referral form and vaccination must not be given and should be delayed for 6 months.
If there is any doubt as to whether an infant due to receive a live attenuated vaccine may be immunosuppressed due to the mother’s therapy, including exposure through breast-feeding, specialist advice should be sought.

4. Infants with suspected SCID Screen or unknown SCID Screen outcome – infants who are SCID positive are contraindicated to BCG vaccination and should not be given.  Infants who have a positive SCID screen that are undergoing further testing with an immunologist 

5. Children aged 0-5 who meets criteria for needing BCG but has been resident in a country with a high incidence of TB for more than three months, should be mantoux-tested first, which is organised by the Community BCG Clinics.

6. Children aged 6 – 16yrs of age with parent of grandparent born in a country where annual incidence of TB is 40/100,000 or greater should be identified at suitable opportunities referred to community BCG clinic*, mantoux tested and vaccinated if negative.

7. Adults seeking BCG should be advised of the current policy and given written information. 
      https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tuberculosis-the-green-book-chapter-32
‘Routine’ adult BCG vaccination is currently confined to those at occupational risk.

NHS employees or others who may be at occupational risk should be advised to contact their employer’s occupational health service for further advice.

8. Information for families on TB, BCG vaccine and babies can be downloaded:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tb-bcg-and-your-baby-leaflet

9. A full list of contraindications to the BCG vaccine can be found in the Green Book, chapter 32, page 8

Greenbook chapter 32 - tuberculosis (publishing.service.gov.uk)
Lainey Hillier, Screening and Immunisation Manager, NHSEI. Revised May 2022
image1.png
NHS




