Southmead Hospital, North Bristol Trust

NHS

North Bristol

NHS Trust

Spinal Cord Stimulation (SCS) Service for the treatment of Painful Diabetic Neuropathy of the

lower limbs, as per NICE guidelines TA159

For referral queries please contact: The NBT SCS Service at Gloucester House, Southmead
Hospital, Bristol, BS10 5NB / painclinicteam@nbt.nhs.uk /0117 414 7379

Exclusion Criteria
. Active ulceration or infection
. Functional Neurological Disorder

. Widespread pain such as
Fibromyalgia, OA, RA etc. or pain
in any other areas unrelated to DN

. BMI > 40

. Is currently taking
immunosuppressant medication

. Uncontrolled disruptive
psychological or psychiatric
disorder

. Ongoing alcohol and drug misuse
. Below 18 years of age
. Pregnancy

. Nickel/Titanium allergy

Does the patient have a diagnosis of Painful Diabetic Neuropathy (PDN)

>3 Months?

Does this
patient fall into
any exclusion
criteria
categories?

Does this patient have any other diagnosis which might
explain their pain?

Does this patient have a pain VAS score of > 5cm +/-
neurological symptoms?

i YES

HbA1c of 85mmol/mol or below?
i YES

On cumulative opioid dose of <120 mg oral morphine
equivalent

i YES

Please referto Southmead Hospital Spinal Cord Stimulation

Service for consideration of Spinal Cord Stimulation
Therapy

for referral

NO

Not appropriate

for referral

Not appropriate

Not appropriate
for referral

Not appropriate
for referral

Not appropriate
for referral

Not appropriate
for referral



https://www.nbt.nhs.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/Spinal%20Cord%20Stimulator%20for%20Pain%20Relief_NBT002348.pdf
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta159
mailto:painclinicteam@nbt.nhs.uk

