
 
Southmead Hospital, North Bristol Trust 

Spinal Cord Stimulation (SCS) Service for the treatment of Chronic Neuropathic Pain of the 

trunk +/- limbs, as per NICE guidelines TA159, centrally funded by NHS England 

For referral queries please contact: The NBT SCS Service at Gloucester House, Southmead 

Hospital, Bristol, BS10 5NB / painclinicteam@nbt.nhs.uk / 0117 414 7379  

All patients will be screened for suitability and discussed within pain/neurosurgery MDT before 

proceeding with SCS. 

 

 

 

NO Does the patient have a diagnosis of Chronic Neuropathic Pain of the 

trunk +/- limbs >3 Months?  
Not appropriate 

for referral 

On cumulative opioid dose of <120 mg oral morphine 

equivalent in 24 hours 

 

Please refer to Southmead Hospital Spinal Cord Stimulation 

Service for consideration of SCS Therapy 

 

Does this patient have any other diagnosis which might 

explain their pain?  

Does this patient have a pain VAS score of ≥ 5cm +/- 

neurological symptoms? 

 

Exclusion Criteria 

. Nociceptive pain/mechanical 

back pain 

. Widespread/whole body pain 

. Patients awaiting elective surgery 

of any sort  

. Active psychosis/suicidal ideation 

. Major uncontrolled depression or 

other mood disorders 

. Alcohol or drug dependency 

. Neuro-behavioural or cognitive 

deficits 

. Lack of appropriate social support 

. Compensation or litigation 

resolution 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Does this 

patient fall into 

any exclusion 

criteria 

categories? 

Not appropriate 

for referral 

Not appropriate 

for referral 

NO 

NO 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

Not appropriate 

for referral 

Not appropriate 

for referral 

NO 

NO 

YES 

Is the patient open to consideration of pain management 

strategies? 

YES 

Not appropriate 

for referral 

NO 

https://www.nbt.nhs.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/Spinal%20Cord%20Stimulator%20for%20Pain%20Relief_NBT002348.pdf
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta159
https://www.england.nhs.uk/
mailto:painclinicteam@nbt.nhs.uk

