
Referral from GP, ED, Paramedic

Via Triage Nurse/Careflow

Stable:

Meets SDEC criteria

Unstable:

News >=4
New confusion
Immobile/unable to sit in chair

Unstable diabetes
Immuocompromised

IV drug use
Extensive cellulitis

Clinical history and examination 

completed in SDEC.
Observations and pain score. 

General anaesthetic:

Abscess requires I+D under 
GA. 
Consent patient in SDEC.

Provide abscess patient 
information leaflet.

Book on theatre list.
Discharged home to return 
the following day for I+D

Complete discharge 
summary.

ABSCESS PATHWAY

Abscess confirmed 

by senior decision 
maker

ADMIT TO SAU

For surgery next available slot

If no obvious 

collection, 
consider oral 
antibiotics as 

per local 
policy. 

Local

Anaesthetic:
Abscess  suita
ble for I+D in 

SDEC.

Home with discharge summary and information sheet detailing wound care.

Safety netting advice.
No routine follow up.
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